The Control of Industry

welthe of this citye, yt was thought that they wer no
good citizenes nor worthie to enjoy that libertie ', the
mayor disfranchised twenty-seven of the bakers, who
then submitted and were restored on payment of fines.1
Just twenty years later the butchers of Chester,
annoyed at the recent admission of country butchers

to the city, refused to
kill any meat. The mayor
promptly committed the
whole company to prison,
only releasing them on
their completesubmission,
* consideringe allsoe the
lamentable waylinge and
humble submission of the
said company, their great
charge of wives and
children, their imbesilitie
and wekeness, and danger
of the tyme, beinge very
fervent hott wether, the
company many in number,
and the straightness of

rome in the said gaole.' 2 Such extreme measures were
not usual in earlier times; as a rule when a craft
attempted to exploit its monopoly, like the shear-
grinders in 1423, ' which for their singular proffit and
comon harme have taken fro day to day so excessiflieh
for their occupacion that it is shame and dole for to
here,' 3 it was sufficient to pass an ordinance regulating
their charges.

1 Morris, Chester, 417-20.                            a Ibid., 440.

3 London Letter Book K, 23.
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